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virtually non-existent, was developed (1). Together, the publications show how far minority
and indigenous groups are marginalised from access to civil, political, economic, social and
cultural rights (1), (4) and (5). Findings also provide evidence of the impact of State boundaries
on minority rights, and identify gaps in minority and indigenous protection within the
international framework that result from limitations in the field’s historically grounded concepts
as well as from contemporary discrimination. These findings provided the basis for pragmatic
definition of an agenda in designing legal, institutional and political structures (1) and (6) and
for regulating corporate activities (4) and (5) in regions where a broad spectrum of historically
excluded minority groups and indigenous peoples exist.

Building on this foundation, publications and projects by the group have addressed the rights
and recognition of indigenous people and minorities in Asia-Pacific, Africa and Latin-America
(2),(4) and (5). These outputs show how genuinely inclusive, sustainable and democratic
societies depend on realisation of full and effective, consent-based, participation of these
groups in determining the scope, nature and implementation of their distinctive rights.
Analogous conclusions were reached with regard to the 2030 Sustainable Development policy
agenda (6). Such conclusions channel an overall ‘leave no one behind’ approach, described
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(eds.) UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples: A Commentary (2018):
7-37.

4. Cathal Doyle et al. Mining, the Aluminium Industry, and Indigenous Peoples:
Enhancing Corporate Respect for Indigenous Peoples’ Rights, (AIPP, FPP, IUCN:
Chiang Mai, Gloucestershire & Gland, 2015)

5. Cathal Doyle Business and Human Rights: Indigenous Peoples’ Experiences with
Access to Remedy. Case studies from Africa, Asia and Latin America (Chiang Mai,
Madrid, Copenhagen: Asia Indigenous Peoples Pact, Almaciga, International Work
Group for Indigenous Affairs, 2015)

6. Joshua Castellino & Sarah Bradshaw, ‘Sustainable Development and Social
Inclusion: Why a Changed Approach Is Central to Combating Vulnerability’ 24 Wash.
L. Rev. (2015): 459

4. Details of the impact
The underpinning research has brought about significant impacts for minorities and
indigenous peoples in three distinct spheres.

Setting the Agenda: Recognition of the importance of the right to education for minorities
and indigenous peoples, in the Preamble and Principles 31 and 55 of the Abidjan Principles
on the Human Rights Obligations of States to Provide Public Education and to Regulate
Private Involvement in Education, reflects research findings from the team’s research which
Castellino introduced into the process as one of 18 experts responsible for its drafting. In 2019,
the Human Rights Council and African Commission recognised the contribution of the
document, with significant uptake by civil society and state actors (Source 1). In its Due
Diligence Guidance for Meaningful Stakeholder Engagement in the Extractive Sector, the
OECD incorporated recommendations from Doyle’s research: that companies should consider
indigenous peoples’ expectations regarding free prior and informed consent and remedies
(Source 2). The Aluminium Stewardship Initiative also adopted Doyle’s findings, encapsulating
them in certification guidance to corporations using aluminium in products (Sources 3 & 6).

Driving the Agenda: The International Bar Association (IBAIHRI) and the International
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans & Intersex Association (ILGA) adopted Dominguez-Redondo’s
proposal that the Universal Periodic Review offers a strategic tool to gauge, develop and
consolidate increased legal protection for vulnerable groups by establishing customary
international law. (Source 7). In 2016, the Central Tibetan Administration also utilised the
research in developing a strategic policy guide for engagement with UN Mechanisms (Source
8). The political and legal voices of minorities and indigenous peoples, along with their
advocacy agendas, have been further strengthened by the research group’s extensive formal
and informal collaboration with a range of relevant
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https://aluminium-stewardship.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Mining-the-Aluminium-Industry-and-Indigenous-Peoples-Nov2015.pdf
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https://www.escr-net.org/caselaw/2017/african-commission-human-and-peoples-rights-v-republic-kenya-acthpr-application-no
https://www.abidjanprinciples.org/en/support/signatories
https://www.abidjanprinciples.org/en/support/official-recognition
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