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analysing ECtHR fact-finding in the Max Planck Encyclopaedia of International Procedural
Law (3). Such inherent difficulties in securing reliable evidence in conflict settings led to
EHRAC collaborating with the multi-disciplinary team of investigators at Forensic Architecture
(Goldsmiths, University of London) to produce a web-based platform concerned with evidence
of Russian military involvement in eastern Ukraine in 2014, submitted to the Court in 2019 in
Ponomarenko v Russia.

Efforts towards improving the implementation of judgments secured through EHRAC litigation
have been informed by other research conducted by Donald and Leach as Co-Investigators
in the ESRC-funded Human Rights Law Implementation Project (2015-2019). That project
involved qualitative research into the implementation of decisions issued by supranational
human rights bodies (including several EHRAC cases) (4). Journal articles co-authored
variously by Donald, Leach and research associate Speck analyse the means, roles and
impact of supranational mechanisms in triggering domestic implementation. Donald and
Speck’s article in the Human Rights Law Review provided the first comprehensive statistical
and qualitative analysis of the ECtHR’s remedial practice and recommendations aimed at
strengthening the implementation of judgments (5).

Domestic actors, in particular parliaments, are better able to strengthen implementation as a
result of Donald and Leach’s recommendations. Empirical research disseminated in the form
of a handbook to all parliamentarians who are delegates to the Parliamentary Assembly of
the Council of Europe (PACE) demonstrates that most parliamentary human rights bodies
are embryonic or politically enfeebled, and makes recommendations as to how to strengthen
their structures, working methods and underpinning principles (6).

3) References to the research

(1) P. Leach, Taking a Case to the European Court of Human Rights, Oxford University
Press, Oxford, 2017 (fourth edition: 699 pp). (Russian translation (2006); Serbian
translation (2007); Georgian translation (2014) published by Georgian Bar Association,
funded by EU
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